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DETAILED ACTION 

This is the first Office Action for application number 10/500,887, Securing Device 
for a Turbocharger, filed on 7/7/04. Claims 1-13 are pending. 

Information Disclosure SUitement 

The information disclosure statement submitted on 7/7/04 is in compliance with 
the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .97. Accordingly, the information disclosure statement has 
been considered by the examiner. 

Cited reference Europe 0785389, dated 7/23/97 did not appear in the file and 
should be resubmitted in order to be considered. 

Drawings 

The drawings are objected to as failing to comply with 37 CFR 1 .84(p)(4) 
because reference character "42" has been used to designate both the "second foot 
stop" and "a portion of the casing" near the "first foot". Corrected drawing sheets in 
compliance with 37 CFR 1 .121(d) are required in reply to the Office action to avoid 
abandonment of the application. Any amended replacement drawing sheet should 
include all of the figures appearing on the immediate prior version of the sheet, even if 
only one figure is being amended. Each drawing sheet submitted after the filing date of 
an application must be labeled In the top margin as either "Replacement Sheet" or "New 
Sheet" pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .121(d). If the changes are not accepted by the examiner, 
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the applicant will be notified and informed of any required corrective action in the next 
Office action. The objection to the drawings will not be held in abeyance. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his inventton. 

Claims 1-13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

Claim 1 , line 2 recites, "a turbocharger casing to a base" and this limitation is 
unclear. Perhaps the limitation was intended to contain the term "connected" or 
"secured". 

Claim 1 , line 3 recites, "a partial circle arc of at least 90°, preferably of 180° +/- 
30°". This is a range within a range and it is considered unclear because it is 
impossible to ascertain as to what nnaybe the limits of the range. 

Claim 5, line 3 recites "and are preferably of plate-like design" and this is unclear 
because it is impossible to tell if the term "preferably" is a limitation or a mere 
suggestion. Also, "plate-like" Is indefinite because it is impossible to tell how far the 
term "like" deviates from limitation. 

Claim 7, line 3, recites, "shell-like" is indefinite because it is impossible to tell how 
far the term "like" deviates from limitation. The term "preferably" also renders the claim 
indefinite for the same reason as claim 5. 
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Claim 12 recites the term "preferably" and this is indefinite for the reasons cited 
above in claim 5. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following Is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
states. 

Claims 1, 2 and 4-9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
United States Patent No. 3891345 to Doolin. 

The patent to Doolin discloses a securing device for securing a turbocharger 
having a turbocharger casing (12, 16) secured to a base, having a first (26) and a 
second foot (28) which can be fixed in the base, it being possible for the two feet to be 
connected to the turbocharger casing at an axial distance from one another, and the 
second foot having a casing connection region (34), which can be connected to the 
turbocharger casing (14) and Is designed in the form of at least a partial circle arc of at 
least 90°, and a base connection region (44, 46) which is at an axial distance from the 
casing connection region (34) and the base connection region is on the opposite side of 
the casing connection region from the first foot and can be connected to the base (19) 
via a securing means (54) that are openings with play, a sliding shoe and a securing 
element (52) that secures in such a manner that the second foot can be displaced with 
respect to the base at least axially in the region of a defined path. 
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Doolin also teaches an axial strut arrangement (32, 40, 42), which connects the 
two connection regions to one another and includes an angle a in the range from 0" to 
60° with the base (19) that wherein the casing connection region (34) has an axial stop 
(hole in 34) which is in the form of a circle arc and can be connected In a positively 
locking manner in the axial direction to the turbocharger casing (12, 14) and a side strut 
arrangement (48, 50) which engage on the circle-arc shaped casing connection region 
(34) on both sides of the longitudinal axis of the turbocharger and extend as far as the 
base (44, 46), forming a support, wherein the casing connection region, the base 
connection region and the side strut arrangements are shaped like a plate, wherein the 
axial strut arrangement (32, 40, 42) is designed in such a way that it is in each case 
laterally connected to the respective side strut arrangement over its entire axial length. 
Doolin also teaches that the axial strut has a shell shape, the cross section of which is a 
partial circle and the cross section of the base is approximately a straight line. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in sectton 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claim 3 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over United 

States Patent No. 3891345 to Doolin as applied to claim 1 above, and in view of United 

States Patent No. 6244819 to Voorhees. 
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Doolin discloses applicant's basic inventive concept, all the elements which are 
shown above and including teaching wherein the turbocharger casing has a connecting 
flange (14) the external radius of which con-esponds to the radius of the partial circle of 
the casing connection region (34) so that the connecting flange and the casing 
connection region engage in one another in a positively locking manner and wherein the 
casing connection region and the turbocharger casing are fixed with respect to one 
another by means of a fixing element (36). 

Doolin does not show wherein the fixing element are fixing elements which are 
distributed uniformly over the partial circle arc. 

Voorhees teaches a support assembly for a turbocharger which has a partial 
circle arc casing connection region (18) with a multiple of uniformly distributed fixing 
elements (60) distributed over the partial circle arc, the extra fixing elements used in 
order to further secure the device to the casing. Therefore, it would have been obvious 
to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made from the 
teachings of Voorhees to have used multiple fixing elements and to have distributed 
them evenly over the arc, in order to have the desired elements securely fastened to 
one another. 

Claims 10-13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
United States Patent No. 3891345 to Doolin as applied to daim 1 above. 

Doolin teaches the basic concept and teachings the amount of casings as recited 
by the claims above. 
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Doolin also teaches a compressor casing (18) and a turbine casing (12) and a 
bearing casing (16) and a gas inlet casing (14) and a gas outlet casing (10) and wherein 
the second foot Is arranged at a distance from the first foot in a direction of the gas inlet 
casing and the first foot is a bearing foot and is connected to a bearing casing and 
arranged between the turbine casing the compressor casing and is connected to the 
gas outlet casing on the turbine side by way of a connecting element which axially fixes 
the gas outlet casing and connected to a saddle (30) on the compressor side which is 
supported in a sliding manner. 

Doolln does not teach that the specific components which is housed In each 
casing except the bearing casing (16), but it would be obvious to house whichever 
component Is desired within each casing, the crux of the invention being the first and 
second foot, not the turbine and the compressor itself. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon Is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

The following documents show various securing devices 
6099250 to Ko 
3628884 to Mieriey, Sr. 
2469936 to Tabbert 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication siiould be directed to Amy J. Sterling 
at telephone number 571-272-6823. The examiner can normally be reached (Mon-Frl 
8am-5:00pm). If attempts to reach the examiner are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Robert Olszewski can be reached at 571-272-6788. The fax machine 
number for the Technology center is 571-273-8300 (formal amendments), infomnal 
amendments or communications 571-273-6823. Any inquiry of a general nature or 
relating to the status of this application should be directed to the Technology Center 
receptionist at 571-272-3600. 




Amy J. Sterling 
3/31/06 



